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Foreword

The completion of the third year of tenure marks a significant milestone for the Pakistan Information
Commission (PIC). Over this period, the Commission has strengthened its regulatory role, improved service
delivery mechanisms, and expanded public awareness regarding the Right of Access to Information. This
biannual report book documents institutional achievements, operational progress, and the collective efforts

of the Commission, public bodies, and citizens.

Special recognition is accorded to the leadership and strategic guidance of Mr. Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui and
Mr. ljaz Hassan Awan, whose commitment has directly contributed to timely disposal of appeals, capacity-

building initiatives, and nationwide outreach.



Page 2 of
34

Our Commissioners

Mr. Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui - Chief Information Commissioner
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> Introduction and Institutional Mandate

The Pakistan Information Commission is mandated to ensure transparency, accountability, and good
governance by enforcing citizens’ constitutional right to access public information. The Commission acts as

an independent oversight body responsible for:

e Adjudicating appeals and complaints related to denial of information.
e  Monitoring compliance of public bodies with RTI laws.
e Promoting a culture of openness and transparency.

e Conducting awareness and capacity-building programs for public officials and citizens.

The biannual report captures performance indicators, outreach outcomes, and operational efficiency

achieved during the closing phase of the third year.
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Hearing Proceedings at the Pakistan Information Commission
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> Overview of the Third Year of Tenure

The third year focused on consolidating institutional processes, improving turnaround time for appeals, and

expanding public engagement. Key priorities included:

e  Streamlining case management systems.
e Enhancing staff capacity and procedural clarity.
e Increasing visibility of the Commission through seminars, workshops, and awareness sessions.

e Strengthening coordination with federal stakeholders.

The reporting period reflects measurable improvement in service delivery and public trust.
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Dialogue on Strengthening Access to Information & Media in Pakistan

I”E{ﬁ}fjgy‘gﬂand

Dialogue on

Strengthening Access
to Informati
and Media in Pakistan e

~ 24 September, 2025 TS

“Strengthening media persons capacity and engagement for human rights and fundamental freedoms,”
a project supported by the European Union and jolntly implemented by CPDI and individual land (IL)
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Workshop conducted by CPDI in collaboration with PIC
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> Leadership and Strategic Direction

Under the guidance of Mr. Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqi and Mr. ljaz Hasan Awan, the Commission adopted a

results-oriented approach. Strategic leadership emphasized:

e Timely decision-making and procedural discipline.
e Transparent internal governance and accountability.
e Encouragement of innovation in public outreach and case processing.

e Institutional resilience and sustainability.

Their leadership has been instrumental in setting performance benchmarks and motivating staff to meet

ambitious service standards.
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International Day for Universal Access to Information

International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) is observed every year on 28 September.The

day emphasizes that public access to information:

Strengthens democracy and rule of law
Enables citizen participation in decision-making

Helps fight corruption and misinformation

S X X

Supports sustainable development, peace, and justice
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Seminar conducted by the Pakistan Information Commission at the Jinnah School of Public Policy
National University of Sciences & Technology NUST

MR.SHOAIB SIDDIOI (RETD. FEDERAL SECRETARY)
CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER
e Chief

A BS-22 PAS officer, he currently serves as th
Information Commissioner of the Pakistan
Information Commission (PIC). He has previously
served as Federal Secretary at the Wafaqi

Mohtasib

Secretariat, the Ministry of IT & Telecom, the Ministry
of Communication, the Planning, Development &

Reforms Division, and the National Security Division.
His portfolio also includes roles as Special Secretary at

the Ministry of Interior, Additional Charge Secretary
at the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting and the
National Heritage & Narcotics Control Division, as

well as Additional Secretary at the President’s
Secretariat.
N ) A =
e

The Chief Information Commissioner addressing students and briefing them on the Right of Access
to Information Act, 2017.

MR. IJAZ HASSAN AWAN
INFORMATION COMMISSIONER

serves as an Information

iaz Hassan Awan 1
gﬁzmmissmner at the Pakismd[inf'glmamn
mmission. With a strong judick i
o d, he previously retired as a District
dge. He was appointed

/ and Sessions Ju

ormation Commissioner by the Prime
uary der i

The Information Commissioner interacting with students and sharing his insights.
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The Chief Information Commissioner, along with the Information Commissioner, engaged with the students
by thoughtfully addressing the questions posed by them, providing detailed explanations and clarifications

on the matters discussed.
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> Awareness and Capacity-Building Initiatives

A central achievement of the reporting period was the expansion of awareness campaigns

across multiple regions. Activities included:

e Seminars for students, journalists, civil society organizations, and public officials.
o Awareness sessions highlighting citizens’ rights under RTI laws.
o |Interactive workshops focusing on practical implementation of information disclosure.

o Distribution of informational materials and digital outreach.

These initiatives strengthened public understanding and encouraged proactive use of RTI

mechanisms.
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The Commissioners presenting biannual reports to prominent personalities,

including politicians, civil society members, and representatives of various sectors-

Bi-Annual
Repor t

Chief Information Commissioner Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui and Information Commissioner Ijaz
Hassan Awan presenting the bi-annual report to the Chairman Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani
at parliament house.
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Chief Information Comuuissioner Shosib Ahmed Siddiqui and Information Commissioner Tjaz
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APP51-220725 ISLAMABAD: July 22 - Chief Information Commissioner, Shoaib
Ahmed Siddiqui, along with ljaz Hassan Awan, Information Commissioner,
presenting the bi-annual report to the Hon'ble Chief Justice of Pakistan at the
Supreme Court of Pakistan. APP/ABB
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The Chief Information Commissioner, accompanied by the
Information Commissioner, formally presented the biannual
report to the Honorable Chief Justice of the High Court as

well as the Kegistrar of the High Court.
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Presented the biannual report to a former member of the

Punjab Information Commission, providing a comprehensive

overview of its key findings, developments, and progress
during the period.
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A detailed account of the number of appeals received by the
Commission against specific public bodies, presented in
descending order from the highest to the lowest.

Public Body No. Of Appeals
Capital Development Authority (CDA) 157
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) 133
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 120
Zarai Taragiati Bank Limited (ZTBL) 117
National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA) 105
Higher Education Commission (HEC) 93
Establishment Division 89
Ministry of Finance 82
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 76
Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL) 74
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting 73
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) 72
Ministry of Interior 71
Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination 68
Ministry of Defence 67
Ministry of Law and Justice 67
Cabinet Division 66
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 64
Federal Public Service Commission (FPSC) 63
Ministry of Housing and Works 59
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 55
Multan Electric Power Company (MEPCO) 53
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Employees Old Age Benefit Institute (EOBI) 52
National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) 50
Islamabad Police 47
Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limited (SNGPL) 47
Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) 46
Senate of Pakistan 46
Lahore Electric Supply Company (LESCO) 44
Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) 44
Pakistan Post 43
Public Works Department (PWD) 43
Supreme Court of Pakistan 43
Gujranwala Electric Power Company (GEPCO) 42
National Assembly of Pakistan 42
Prime Minister's Office 42
Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training 41
Missing 41
Auditor General of Pakistan (AGP) 40
Pakistan Railways 40
Water and Power Development Authority (WAPDA) 38
Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) 37
Ministry of Energy (Power Division) 37
Faisalabad Electric Supply Company (FESCO) 36
Military Land and Cantonment Department 36
Ministry of Railways 35
National Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (NEECA) 35
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 34
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Ministry of Climate Change 33
Ministry of Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony 32
National Highway Authority (NHA) 32
Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC) 29
Ministry of Human Rights 28
National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC) 26
Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) 25
National Engineering Service of Pakistan (NESPAK) 25
Wafagi Mohtasib (Ombudsman's) Secretariat 25
Accountant General Pakistan Revenues (AGPR) 24
Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB) 24
Islamabad Healthcare Regulatory Authority 24
Ministry of Science and Technology 24
Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) 24
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 23
Cantonment Board Clifton (Karachi) 22
Pakistan Television Corporation (PTVC) 22
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 21
Federal Ombudsman Secretariat 21
State Life Insurance Corporation of Pakistan 21
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) 20
President Office 20
Hyderabad Electric Supply Company (HESCO) 19
K-Electric 19
Ministry of Energy (Petroleum Division) 19
Banking Mohtasib of Pakistan 18
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Federal Government Employees Housing Authority (FGEHA) 18
Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science & Technology 17
International Islamic University Islamabad- 11Ul 17
Benazir income Support Program (BISP) 16
Federal Insurance Ombudsman 16
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) 16
Excise and Taxation Department 15
Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC) 15
Sui Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGCL) 15
Comsats University 14
Directorate General of Immigration and Passports 14
Federal Directorate of Education 14
Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA) 14
Ministry of Industries and Production 13
Ministry of Interprovincial Coordination 13
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 13
Pharmacy Council of Pakistan 13
Deputy Commissioner Islamabad 12
Islamabad High Court 12
Ministry of Energy 12
Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunication 12
Ministry of National Food Security and Research 12
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs 11
Ministry of Water Resources 11
National Assembly 11
Pakistan Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (PCSIR) 11
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Chaklala Cantonment Board 10 *
Ministry of Finance 10
Pakistan International Airline (PIA) 10
Pakistan Medical Commission 10
Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF) 10
Peshawar Electric Supply Company (PESCO) 10
Rawalpindi Cantonment Board 10

» Case Management and Disposal of Appeals

One of the most significant operational achievements was the disposal of appeals within an average of

60 days, reflecting improved efficiency and procedural discipline.
Key improvements included:

e Digitized tracking of appeals and complaints.
e Standardized timelines and internal monitoring.
e Improved coordination among legal, and hearing units.

e Enhanced communication with applicants and public bodies.

This performance directly contributed to increased public confidence and reduced backlog.

Appeal statistics reflecting the number of appeals disposed of and those pending
adjudication before the Pakistan Information Commission-



Page 26 of
34

Total In Process
Disposed of
Appeals Appeals
Appeals
6093
7077 918

> Institutional Strengthening and Digitalization

The Commission invested in institutional strengthening through:

e Process documentation and standard operating procedures (SOPs).
o Staff training and knowledge-sharing sessions.
o Incremental digital transformation to improve record management and reporting accuracy.

¢ Internal performance reviews and feedback mechanisms.

These reforms enhanced operational sustainability and transparency.
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Media Ceorner

Chief Information Commissioner participated in a television program, highlighting the
Right to Information Act and its significance.
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PIC Declares Aga Khan Un.iv.ersity a Public
Body, Orders Release of Exam Leak Inquiry

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Information ~ Commission
(PIC) has issued a show
cause notice to the President
of Aga Khan University
(AKU), Karachi, over non-
compliance with the
Commission’s carlier
order.The show cause notice
has been issued under
Section 20 (1)(f) of the Right
of Access to Information Act,
2017, seeking an explanation
from the President of Aga
Khan University, Karachi, to
explain  why proceedings
may not be initiated against

him under Section 20 (1)(f)

of the Act.Earlier, the
Pakistan Information
Commission, vide order

dated 11-08-2025, had ruled
that Aga Khan University
falls within the definition of a
“public body” under the
Right of  Access to
Information Act, 2017, and
directed the institution to
release details of an internal
inquiry into a leaked exami-
nation paper held on August
6, 2023.The decision was
made after an appellant filed
a request secking certified
copies of the investigation
report, recommendations of

the inquiry committee, names
of committee members with
their Terms of Reference
(TORs), and details of AKU
employees and outsiders
allegedly involved in the
paper leak.The appellant also
demanded to know what dis-
ciplinary and legal actions
were taken against those
implicated, whether any
complaints were filed with
law enforcement agencies,
and what preventive mea-
sures were adopted to avoid
future leaks.Despite being
issued notices, no representa-
tive appeared on behalf of
Aga Khan University during

the hearing. The University,
however, had submitted a
written reply claiming that it
does not qualify as a public
body under Section 2(ix) of
the RTI Act.The appellant
countered this by arguing that
Aga Khan University was
established under the Aga
Khan University Order of
1983, amended in 2002,
making it a statutory body
corporate with perpetual suc-
cession, powers to hold prop-
erty, and the ability to sue or
be sued in its corporate name.
He further pointed out that
the University had been
granted land by the Federal

Government, was benefiting
from government subsidies
and tax exemptions, and
operated under a licence
issued by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan.After reviewing the
relevant documents and hear-
ing arguments, the
Commission concluded that
under Section 2(ix)(d) of the
Right of Access to
Information Act, 2017, any
statutory corporation or body
established by the Federal
Government qualifies as a
public body. It noted that Aga
Khan University, being
established ~ through a

Presidential Order, falls with-
in this definition.The PIC
also held that the requested
information related to the
paper leak inquiry did not fall
under any exemption clauses
of the law. “There is no legal
justification for withholding
this information,” the order
stated.Accordingly, the
Commission allowed the
appeal and directed the
President of Aga Khan
University to furnish all
requested documents and
details to both the appellant
and the Commission within
ten days.
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03-10-2025 National,

EDaily Parliament Times

University of Sargodha
Hosts Conference on

Seerat-un-Nabi

Bureau Report
SARGODHA: Celebratng  Prof. Dr.
1500 Years of the Biessed  highlighted
Birth of the Holy Prophet  Seerat  of
Muhammad (PBUH), the
University of Sargodha
organized a conference
ttked “Seerat-un-Nabi g
Intellectual and Practical
Guidance for the Muslim
Ummah® under the aus-
plccs f the Dcpamumul‘

tudies

of social cu

only wa

am
Prof Dr. Hamad Lakhvi
Dean Faculty of Islamic
Studics University of the
Punjab was chief guest
whik Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Qaisar Abbas
was guest of honour.
Other dignitaries inchud-
ed Pro. Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Masood Sarwar
Awan, Prof. Dr. Rahila
Khalid Quraishi Dean fac-
ulty of Islamic & Arabic
Studies University of
Bhawalpur and Syed Riaz
Hussain Rizvi renowned
religious.

Prophet
guidaner
tmekss

Judgment.

knowkedge,
and

society.

Qaisar Abbas

Prophet PBUH provides a
complete code of Ife. He
said that in today's workl
iral and ide-
ological chalknges, fol-
bwing his example is the
te  achieve
peace and ha
both individusl
ke

Dr. Hamad Lakhvi
emphasized
Muhammad
PRUIN was sent by Allah
as a messenger whose

serve
light
humanity until the Day of
He further
noted that the intelkctual
kgacy of the Prophet
PBUH shows us that
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ISLAMABAD:

Participants posing for a group photograph after the cultural ovent held at the Embassy, in tha Federal Capital.
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Cell No:0321-5449559
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Khizar Hayat, Saqib
Al: Haidri {Reporier)
RAWALAKOT
(A

K)

Faranq Khan
03\4-,\\10861
ABBASPUR (AJK)
Raja Afzal Kayani
Representative
Cell N0:0345-5866337
MIRPUR (AJK)
.-\Imf Hameed Rao

\hdul Swunr
03

Resn.lenl td or East
Punjab

Sajid Baloch appoints Secretary
National Security Division
Staff Reporter

Security. Mr. Sajid B
of the Pakistan Administrative Service
(PAS) 23rd CTP. He w;
serving as the Secretary, Science &
Technology Division. He has also
served as the Special Secretary,
Cabinet Division, boking after the
matters relating to Federal Cabinet,
Regulatory Authorites etc.

He possesses rich experience of 3
decades In the public sector and
development sector, including 7 years
in United Nations. Mr bajld Bakch has

Edueation producing 100,000 highly
skilled youth. Previously, he served as
Registran, Ishimabad High Court. He
has held the appointments as Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Finance, and
Director General BISP (Benazir
Income Support Programme) (social
safety). Sajid Bahch served with dis-
dnction as  Deputy Permanent
Delegate of Pakistan to UNESCO in
Parls, Including Member of Governing
Executive Board of UNESCO responsi-
ble for coordination & programmes of
UNESCO, and he was a key member of
the 12-member drafung group of

a good
honest, public fru:nd}y omm— and an
sdminis He hokk Masters
Degree  in  Development &
Environment from Kings College
Landon, and Flectrical Engineering
from NED University. He is a Briush
Chevening scholar. He po:
extensive experience of go

education, climate change, te
TVET Skils, poverty, po
der, international /donors
project management. He has se
as Executive Director (CEQ), NAVTTC
National Vocational and Technical
Training Commission, Ministry of

Glbal T
Agenda 2030. He also served as DG
Education managing 13000 schuols
and 5,00,000 students.

Mz Bakch also served in UNDP and
UNOPS for 4 years as Head of
Governance & Gender GSP pro-
gramme, and 3 of his governance
projects won international awards. He

ako  served as the Director
Development,  Finance,  Excise,
Agriculture, Labour and Registrar of

Firms & NG|
Administration. He akso served as the
Deputy Commissioner of four dis-
tricts.

Syed Sadat Hussain Shah condemns
arrest of Palestinian aid convoy, calls

it a crime against humanity
Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: President of Tourism
for Interfaith Peace & Development
and President of Lake Shore Club,
Syed Sadat Hussain Shah, strongly
condemned the arrest of the convoy
carrying aid for the oppressed people
of Pakstine. He sald this action is a
grave vioktion of humanitarian prin-
ciples international law.
Preventing the delivery of aid o inne-
cent and besieged Pakstinians is &
crime against humanity that deserves
the strongest condemnation. Sadat
Shah appeakd o the Intenmuunul
community and human rights organ

Zations to take notice of this inhummane

g
act and ensure the immediate release
af the aid convoy and delivery of relief
to the Pakstinian people. He also
urged the Government of Pakistan to
highlight this ohally and take

effective dipbmatic measures.

DC Attock
directed law
enforcement
agencies to

ensure rule
of law

in district

Bureau Report
ATTOCK: Deputy
Commissioner  Attock
Rao Atif Raza during dis-
trict coordination com-
mittee meeting has
directed all the law
enforcement agencies to
maintain law and order
situation in the district
using  all sl
resources. Th(' meeting
was ako attended by the
Additional Deputy
Commissioner benenl
ATTOCK Mr Anil
Assistant Cummlssnoucr
Attack Ms Anza Abba
and other rekvant offi-
cers of law enforcement
agencies. The Deputy
Commissioner  Attock
Rao Auf Raza advised
the participants to com-
plete the registration
process of unreglstered
Chingehi Auto Rilhshas
up to October 10, 2025
failing which strict kgal
action would be initiated
against the violatars. He
was briefed that the
unregistered  Chingehi
Auto Rikhshas are creat
ing hardships for the
general public and hur
dies in the smooth flow
of the vehicular traffic in
particular. The meeting
was ako informed about
the status of the law and
order situation saying
that 11118 wvehicks
were challaned on dif-
ferent violations besides
imposing fine of Rs 95
lacs, 26 filling stations
were imposed fine of ks

TAPI Pipeline: A Lifeline for Pakistan’s
Energy Future?

ISLAMABAD: The
instlute. uf, Regions]
s (IRS), Islamabad,
through it Central Asia
Program for Regional
Connectivity and
Conperation, organi
a  thought prn\'okmg
session as part of its
Eminen Spesker Sorics
tited ™

Staff Reporter

ited capac!

7 h
remains the weakest
link due to persistent
instability and lack of
infrastructure financing.
Despite this,
Turkmenistan remalns
u

Khhlul Sabtin
Cell No:0317-
UNITED KI

86084
DU

Perspective on Regional
Energy Corridors: TAPI
and  Beyond”  on
Wednesday, October 1,

2025. The lecture was
given by Dr. Nikin
(llm Ky,

Lea
v Felliw . tha
lmcrmnonal Cener for

: (1CCA),
Russian Acadomy . of
Sciences, Moscow. The
event atiracted scholars,
encrgy cxperts, and poli-
¢y analyss to discuss
Turkmenistan's evolving
landscape and its

tivity through projects
like the TAPI pipeline.
Dr: Iieritsky emphasized
that whik Turkmenistan
is energy-rich—wit
estimated 24 trillion
cubic meters of gas
reserves—its  current
export infrastructure Is
outdated and underuti
lized Most of its gas is
expurted o Ching under
arrangements that give
lh xe corporations
ant control over
ekicioh, crasiog m5
urgent  need  for
Turkmenistan to diver-
sify its export routes and
reduce dependency. In
this  context,  the
Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-
Iadia (TAPI) pipeline
emerges as a central
project, offering poten-
tial access South
Aslan markets. However
TAPL faces substantial
obstackes, including lim-

strongly
TAPI, viewing it as a
strategic lifeline to new
markets.

Dr. Ilkritsky highlighted
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ing approach, centered
on the TAPI project,
attempls Lo engage
South Asia, but its suc-
cess will depend on
international coopera
tion an stabilizing
actors such .n Rusxia,
or  regional
organizations e the
$CO. He noted that no
single mediating force
currently exists to har-
monize interests in the
reglon, making coordi-
nation difficult
Energy trends across
Central Asia further
complicate the picture,

ukh Bashir, abng with
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Security doctors  and
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has been constructed by
FIEDMC, where Social
Security doctors and
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ners. Projects like TAP!
difficult,
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Pakistan can play in
advancing the project,
Biven its growing energy
nou‘k and infrastructure
capal . However,
cnaucngcs remain, espe-
cially with India's reluc-
nce to rely on Atghan
transit routes and the
broader lack of regional
cohesion, The session
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PIC Declares Aga Khan
University a Public Body,
Orders Release of Exam

Leak Inquiry

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABA
(PIC) has i

“The Pakistan Information Commission
ued a show cause notice to the President

of Aga Khan University (AKU), Karachi, over non-

compliance with the

Comm

‘s earlier order.

LAHORE:Employees of Environmental Department uses smoke gun In the surroundings of Gaddafi

Stadium, in Provincial Capital.

Punjab launches massive crackdown on profiteering: over

14.9 million inspections, thousands penalized in September
Bureau Report

LAHORE: On the instructions of the Chicf Minister
Punjab, the crackdown against profiteers is continu-
ing in full forceAccording to the sperson of
the Punjab Price Control Departinent, during the
month of September, 14,916,211 inspections were
carried out, resulting in 368,262 profiteers fined
321 FIRs registered, and 4,607 individuals arrest-
edFrom 1,252,349 inspections of flour sakpoints,
30,547 profiteers were fined 24 FIRs registered
and 378individuals arrested.From 695,873 inspec-
tons of chicken shops, 28,551 profiteers were fined

istered and 621 individuak arrested
From 423,862 Inspections of hoteks and tandoors,

rs were fined, 9 FIRs
f

tions regarding supar prices, 23,546 pro
fined, 29 FIRs registered and 564 individuak arrest-
edThe spokesperson of the Price Contral
Department stated that azero-tolerance policy
against profiteering and hoarding is being strictly
implemented across the province, and it will be
ensured that essential commodities.

The show cause notice has been issued under Section
20 {1)(£) of the Right of Access Lo Information Act,
2017, secking an cxplanauon from the President of
Aga Khan Unlversity, K: to explain why pro-
ceedings may not he il ated against him under
Section 20 (1)(f) of the

.nlm Lhee Pukistan lulhr"unmn Commission, vide
order ted 11-08-2025, had ruked that Aga Khan
lml\'eml() falls within the definition of a "public
hady” under the Right of Access to Information Act,
2017, and directed the institution to rekase details of
an internal inguiry into a kaked examinati
held on August 6, 2023. The decision was mas

an .-ppe]hm filed a request seeking certified coples
of the investigation report, recommendations of the
Inquiry committee, names of committee members
with their Terms of Reference (TORs), and details of
AKU emphyees and outsiders aliegedly involved in
the paper kak.The appellant also demanded to know
what disciplinary and legal actions were taken
against lho\e implicated, e any complaints
were fikd with law enforcement agencies, and what
Ere\'t‘lmve moasur‘cs were adopted to avoid future
caks. Despite being issued nolices, no representative
appeared on behalf of Aga Khan University during

NUML Hosts Seminar to
Celebrate International
Translation Day 2025

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD : The Department of Translation &
Interpretation, Faculty of Languages, National
University of Modern Languages (NUML), Islamabad,
organized a seminar to celebrate International
lation Day 2025 at Jinnah Auditorium, Salam
Block, NUML.
‘The event was graced by the presence of the Rector
NUML, Maj. Gen. Shahid Mahmood Kayani HI (M)
Retd, with enthusiastic participation from the univer-

ty community including DG NUML, Brig (R) Nadeem
Asghar, Pro-Rector, Deans, Directors, Heads of
Departnents, faculty members, and students. The
seminar commenced with opening remarks by Dr,
Humaira  Shahbaz, Director Department of
Transltion & Interpretation, who highlighted the
significance of celebrating this day, 30th September;
recognized by The United Nations, marked as
Internatonal Translaton Day under Resolution No.
280775 passed on 24th May 2017, The theme for the
year 2025 was announced as “Translation : Shaping
the Future You Can Trus
Prof. Dr. Jamil Asghar Jami, Dean, Faculty of
Languages, delivered the wekome address and
emphasized that today, translation is held in high
esteem precisely because of the sacrifices of those
‘who laid down their lives, making this endeavor both
meaningful and worthwhik.The highlight of the
event was the x«ynon mklr.-s< delivered by

P

the hearing. The However, had
awritten reply clhiming that it does not qualify as a
public body under Secaon 2(x) of the RTI Act The
appellant countered this by arguing that Aga Khan
University was cstablished under the Aga Khan

/ Order of 1983, amended in 2002, making

t
sion, powms to hold property, and the abm\y to sue
or e sued in its corporate name. He further pointed
out that the University had hc(‘n‘granu‘(l land by the
Federal Government, was benefiting from govern-
ment subsidies and tax exemptions, and operated
under a licence issued by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan.

oet, and

schola;
ogist Professor 1,.m Aali {T1). Jie, pm.u.l,.rny reflect
ed on

she complcines of translating poctry, with 3
Nasat, underlin-
g the deficate balancs botwean eaning. orm, and
cultural cantextRector NUML, shared the universi-
t's future plans and highlighted the upcoming proj
ect of *Baicuk-Hikmalt, the House of Wisdom, where
the House of Transtation will play a pivotal rok. e
ako announced that NUML will begin publishing
baoks in the future. A distinctive feature of the semi-
nar this year was the acknowldgement of NUML's
teaching faculty for their contributions.
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PIC Declares Aga Khan
University a Public Body,
Orders Release of Exam
Leak Inquiry

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Information Commission
(PIC) has issued a show cause notice to the President
of Aga Khan University (AKU), Karachi, over non-
compliance with the Commission’s earlier order.

The show cause notice has been issued under Section
20 (1)(f) of the Right of Access to Information Act,
2017, seeking an explanation from the President of
Aga Khan University, Karachi, to explain why pro-
ceedings may not be initiated against him under
Section 20 (1)(f) of the Act.

Earlier, the Pakistan Information Commission, vide
order dated 11-08-2025, had ruled that Aga Khan
University falls within the definition of a “public
body” under the Right of Access to Information Act,
2017, and directed the institution to release details of
an internal inquiry into a leaked examination paper
held on August 6, 2023. The decision was made after
an appellant filed a request seeking certified copies
of the investigation report, recommendations of the
inquiry committee, names of committee members a”“g'y—"'
with their Terms of Reference (TORs), and details of
AKU employees and outsiders allegedly involved in
the paper leak.The appellant also demanded to know
what disciplinary and legal actions were taken R
against those implicated, whether any complaints
were filed with law enforcement agencies, and what |
preventive measures were adopted to avoid future
leaks. Despite being issued notices, no representative
appeared on behalf of Aga Khan University during
the hearing. The University, however, had submitted
a written reply claiming that it does not qualify as a
public body under Section 2(ix) of the RTI Act.The
appellant countered this by arguing that Aga Khan
University was established under the Aga Khan
University Order of 1983, amended in 2002, making
it a statutory body corporate with perpetual succes-
sion, powers to hold property, and the ability to sue
or be sued in its corporate name. He further pointed
out that the University had been granted land by the
Federal Government, was benefiting from govern-
ment subsidies and tax exemptions, and operated
under a licence issued by the Securities and o s
Exchange Commission of Pakistan.
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@ TUIMITKADIC CONTNUCTICYE

French literature and Pakistani art.

Pakistan Information Commission issues show cause
notices to CDA Chairman and MCI Administrator

PEAK POINT

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Information
Commission (PIC)  has
issued show cause notices to
the Chairman, Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), and the
Administrator, Metropolitan
Corporation Islamabad
(MCI),  under  Section

20(1)(f) of the Right of
Access to Information Act,
2017.The show  cause
notices have been issued for
the non-appearance of the
representatives of both pub-
lic bodies in hearings before
the Commission held on
October 21, 2025, and
October 28, 2025.Both offi-
cers have been dirccted to

explaining why proceedings
under Section 20( 1 }(f) of the
Act may not be initiated
against the respective public
bodies for their failure to
appear and  assist  the
Commission. The case per-
tains to an appeal filed by
Ms. Ameera Adil, seeking
detailed information from
the CDA and MCI regarding

furnish

written  replies  policies,

related to responsible dog
ownership, registration of
dog owners, vaccination,
cthical breeding, and control
of stray dogs.The applicant
also requested records con-
cerning rabies cradication
cfforts, public awareness
programs,  collaborations
with private veterinarians
and NGOs, TNVR (Trap-
Neuter-Vaccinate-Release)

operations, fund utilization,
facility management, and
animal welfare measures
adopted by the respective
authorities. Despite repeated
notices, the representatives
of the CDA and MCI did not
appear before the
Commission, prompting the
issuance of show cause
notices. The Commission
has directed both officers to

submit their responses s

justify the absence and new

compliance with the prew
sions of the Right of Acoms
to Information As
2017.The matter will be fas
ther examined upon receq#
of the replies from both puk
lic bodies as it relates t»
human safety, public awaw
ness and animal care.

—

ey werme gy e veeeme v weee

PIC Issues Show Cause
Notices to CDA Chairman
and MCI Administrator

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Information
Commission (PIC) has
issued show cause
notices to the
Chairman, Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), and the
Administrator,
Metropolitan
Corporation Islamabad
(MCI), under Section
20(1)(f) of the Right of
Access to Information
Act, 2017.

The show cause notices
have been issued for
the non-appearance of
the representatives of
both public bodies in
hearings before the
Commission held on
October 21, 2025, and
October 28, 2025.

Both officers have been
directed to furnish
written replies explain-
ing why proceedings
under Section 20(1)(f)
of the Act may not be
initiated against the
respective public bod-
ies for their failure to
appear and assist the
Commission.

The case pertains to an
appeal filed by Ms.
Ameera Adil, seeking
detailed information
from the CDA and MCI

regardin policies,
laws, and data related
to responsible dog
ownership, registration
of dog owners, vaccina-
tion, ethical breeding,
and control of stray
dogs.

The applicant also
requested records con-
cerning rabies eradica-
tion efforts, public
awareness programs,
collaborations with pri-
vate veterinarians and
NGOs, TNVR (Trap-
Neuter-Vaccinate-
Release) operations,
fund utilization, facility
management, and ani-
mal welfare measures
adopted by the respec-
tive authorities.
Despite repeated
notices, the representa-
tives of the CDA and
MCI did not appear
before the
Commission, prompt-
ing the issuance of
show cause notices.
The Commission has
directed both officers
to submit their
responses to justify the
absence and non-com-
pliance with the provi-
sions of the Right of
Access to Information
Act, 2017.
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> Stakeholder Engagement and Partnerships

Collaborations with government departments, academia, media, and civil society expanded the

Commission’s outreach. Engagement strategies included:

e Joint seminars and awareness events.
e Consultative meetings for policy alignment.
e Knowledge exchange with peer institutions.

e Engagement with development partners and research organizations.

Such partnerships strengthened institutional credibility and national visibility.

> Lessons Learned

Despite progress, challenges remained:

e Resource constraints and staffing limitations.
e Variations in compliance among public bodies.
e Need for continuous digital upgrades.

e Public awareness gaps in remote areas.

Lessons learned emphasized proactive planning, stakeholder coordination, and adaptive management.

> Conclusion

The closing of the third year reflects a period of institutional maturity, operational improvement, and growing
public trust. Through effective leadership, consistent awareness initiatives, and timely case disposal, the

Pakistan Information Commission continues to strengthen democratic accountability and citizens

empowerment.

This biannual report book serves as a formal record of progress and a foundation for future strategic growth.



