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In the Pakistan Information Commission, Islamabad

Appeal No E284-05/22

Mustaneer Jaffar (Appellant)
Vs.

Ministry of Defence Production (Respondent)

ORDER

Date: October 19, 2022

Zahid Abdullah: Information Commissioner

A. The Appeal

The Appellant filed an appeal, dated May 25, 2022to the Commission, stating that
he submitted an information request to the Director General, Ministry of Defence
production on May 11, 2022under the Right of Access to Information Act 2017
but did not receive any response from the public body.

1. The information sought by the Appellant is as follows:-
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B. Proceedings

3 The record on the file suggests that the Respondent submitted its response
on the intervention of this commission on June 29, 2022and its text is as under:

“Reference Pakistan Information Commission's (PIC) Appeal No. E284-05/22
dated 9th June, 2022 submitted by Syed Mustaneer Jaffar. N/Q erstwhile Institute
of Optronics (now DGRDE) vide his application dated 11.05 2022 addressed to
DGRDE and copy endorsed to MoDP and to inform that for RDE a dedicated
Public Information Officer (PIO) has been designated (Annex-A) as per PIC
requirement. Therefore, future correspondence matters of RDE may please be
addressed to PIO RDE under intimation to this Ministry

4, However, para-wise reply of the submitted request for information is as
under:-

1. “Former Institute of Optronics has been re-organized under Directorate General
Research and Development Establishment (DGRDE) as per Federal Govt's decision.
Relevant document of Cabinet Division is attached herewith at Annex-B.

11. Copy of Notification regarding establishment of Directorate General Research
Development & Established (DGRDE) is attached at Annex-C. If | was the decision of
Federal Govt. to re-organize IOP, ARDE & MVRDE as DGRDE along with other
Federal Organizations / Departments Cabinet Division, upon its initiative, will issue a
consolidated amendment in Rules of Business. Once the amendment is made is Rules of
Business (RoB) by Cabinet Division, the same can be shared with the applicant

[11. The posting orders of Director General RDE Maj Gen Khurram Anwar
Qadri were issued by GHQ being a regular authorized post of Pakistan
Army Posting of DGRDE is not second ment or deputation basis therefore it does not

require consultation of Establishment Division or Prim Minister's Office. The orders
issued by services HQ, however, can be shared with Commission in person being
classified document, if required please.”

4 The Appellant submitted his response on July 24, 2022 and its text is as
under:
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5. Hearing on the instant Appeal was fixed for August 18, 2022 vide letter dated
August 02, 2022. The respondent presented by Gulzamir, DS, Ministry of Defence
Production

6- The Respondent submitted his response on September 01, 2022 and its text
Is as under:-

Reference Pakistan Information Commission's (PIC) verbal order / remarks passed
by Commission during heating of the case on 18 August 2022. the reply of McDP is
as under:-

“The post of DG(RDE) is specifically reserved for Major General of Pakistan Army,
accordingly posting / transfer / appointment orders inured by GHQ. Military Secretary
Branch, and a separate notification neither issued by Establishment Division or MoD nor
required to be issued therefore, the document sought cannot be provided as exempted
from disclosure as per Section 7(e) under heading Exclusion of certain Records of Right
to Access Act. 2017 which states "Record relating to defence forces”

C.  Issues
7. The instant appeal has brought to the fore the following issue:

“Can the requested information be disclosed under the Right of Access to
Information Act, 2017, henceforth referred to as “the Act 2017”7, or, is it
exempted under Section 7 (e) of “the Act 2017?”

D Discussion and commission’s views on relevant issues:



8. The Respondent has stated that “the post of DG(RDE) is specifically
reserved for Major General of Pakistan Army” and that posting / transfer /
appointment orders are issued by GHQ. The Respondent has also submitted before
this commission that neither a separate notification is issued by Establishment
Division nor or Ministry of Defence.

Q. This commission concurs with the stance of the Respondent that the
requested records cannot be disclosed under Section 7 (e) of the Right of Access to
Information Act, 2017 as these records pertain to the internal matter of
posting/transfers of the Pakistan Army.

E. Order

10. The Appeal is disallowed as the requested notification in para 2 of this
Order is exempted from disclosure under Section 7 (e) of the Right of Access to
Information Act, 2017.

11. Copies of this order be sent to the Respondent and the Appellant for
information.

Mohammad Azam
Chief Information Commissioner

Zahid Abdullah
Information Commissioner

Announced on 19.10.2022
Certified that this order consists of 04 pages, each page has been read and signed.



